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THE STORY OF PING 
By Marjorie Flack and Kurt Wiese 



Once upon a time there was a beautiful young duck named 
Ping. Ping lived with his mother and his father and two 
sisters and three brothers and eleven aunts and seven 
uncles and forty-two cousins. 

Their home was a boat with two wise eyes on the Yangtze 
River. 


O6U0 r5rTL_<9i6fT iJIbj<£ 6T6ot ^0 6un^§j 

gi0|5^§j. £j6OT ^LhL£>n,^LJun, g)0 ffCBan^rflaierT, 
^Lp6OTp <F(B<sn^rrrr<s6iT, GlurfliuLJurT,OurfliuLbLr>n, ^ 536 ^ 53 , 
LDrTLDn, gi6uiiai6rT§j 42 

06U)Lpj56U)^<S(6TP ) l_6OT 

LurTfbjeiLKBa 1 r5^1idl6b ^6puojLiM<s @0 ei<owr<s(6rp,i_6OT 
@015^ Ul_<$6\) 
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Each morning as the sun rose from the east, Ping and his 
mother and his father and two sisters and three brothers and 
eleven aunts and seven uncles and forty-two cousins all 
marched one by one, down a little bridge to the shore of the 
Yangtze River. 

All day they would hunt for snails and little fishes and other 
pleasant things to eat. But in the evening as the sun set in 
the west, "La-la-la-la-lei!" would call the Master of the boat. 

Quickly Ping and all his many family would come scurrying, 
quickly they would march, one by one, up over the little 
bridge and on to the wise-eyed boat which was their home 
on the Yangtze River. 

Ping was always careful, very-very careful not to be the last, 
because the last duck to cross the bridge always got a spank 
on the back. 



£56ij(ol6Un0 (EBIT(>ff)6V)lL|Lb 0,rfllLI6OT 2_^I^^§JLD, 

^LbmrT^uurT^GeirT^rrn, 
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a=(S<sn^rf]ai 6 rT, 2_rr)fr)nrr 2_rr)6^6OTrrai(B6rTn@ 6^djQ6urT06U[jnai 
^njliu urT6V)Lb 6UL^iunai lurrBjeiLlCBff 
r5^1ai<9i65)[j<s0 (ipeOTCBeOTfr^ff QffsinTQSffm. 

j3rT6TT (Lp(Lp6U§JLT> £\$\[U L|(y) <9^6X1, LiS6ffT<9i6rT LBfbpLB 

[7Lhu51iLiL£>rT6OT gi6U)[j6?Diu^ <3^Lq_Lj (3un6ffnTrr<$6iT. 

L£>rT6ff)6X)ldl6\) (BL£>fr)( 3 <S (^rfllUeOT LD6ff)(T)lL|Lh G>urT§]"6orT-6x)rT-6v)rT- 

6\51 " 6T6ffT I II <l£l6ffT S36*D6X)6U6ffT 0IJ6X) 

G1ain(5lLJunrr. 

2_i_CB6ot iJlr^0Lh 0@Lbu^^l6OT0Lh ^-guGUffijmnei 

^i£). 6U|5§j (S6u<smrT<s 6£06uii lS6ot 6^06urrrrai 
u6?di_(o1ili@^§j urT6U^^l6OT u5§] 6j$ tunr^LKBa 1 r5^1idl6v) 
gl0|5^ a^rr6?DLDlLHT6OT <9i(o^(9i(6rF)6?DI_lLI Ul_0 

Q3L_i£).ft)0a : Q^SOTn^nfraieiT. 



<9i6tf)l_<#llril6\) Qa= 6 \)^JLD 
6un^^l6OT (ip§j<^l6b 
<9)IT6ffT ^14 <^l 6 ?DI_ei 0 Lh 
6T6tfTI_ie^rT6\) l3\hi&> 
CTLj(Bun§jLb 
^n<K<^li 76 ?D^iLirTai, 
ai 6 mi_<^liun<s 
Gl^ebeDrTLDeb 
jgl0LJUi£l6\) Li51<9} 
ai 6 U 6 OTmnai jgi 0 <$ 0 Lb. 
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But one afternoon as 
the shadows grew long, 
Ping did not hear the 


call because at that moment Ping was wrong side up trying 
to catch a little fish. 



By the time Ping 
was right side up 
his mother and his 
father and his aunts 
were already 
marching, one by 
one, up over the 
bridge. By the time 
Ping neared the 
shore, his uncles 
and his cousins 
were marching 
over, and by the 
time Ping reached 
the shore the last of his forty-two cousins had crossed the 
bridge. 


^6OTrT6b 6^0 r5rT6TT LDH6tf)6V) (Br^ijLb Qr50rtd<$iL|Lb, 
^<oSffr<stf5?rf)6v) £56tf)6\)6tf)iu lj 56 ot (ipiurr)<^l^§j 

Qain<owri£).0i5^^n6v), ^l0LhiJ ojij ^6ff>Lp<&0Lb 0ij6\) 

LiBJ(9in6V) (B(^l 1<S (ipi£|.lLI6^6V)65)6V). 

^<owr<owfrfl6v5l0i5§j QaJ6rfl(BiLi 6U06u^rr)06fT 
^LhLBn,^uurT,2_nDQ]l6OTnai6fT 6T6b(B6v)n0Lb 
6^eijGl6urT06U[7nai (Lp6OT(B6OTn^ urT6oe^ (£u>6b Gla^rr}] 
o5lL_i_6OTrr. \3\hi&> <$6inij6ff)iu (o)r50r^<$ Qj0Qj^fr)06fT 
2_l _6ffT lJnQj5^6Ur[<9i6fT 6T6\)(B6\)IT0Lb <$6*DI76ff)lU 

(3r5nei<^l 6Uj5§] (Sa : rr6u^rr)06iT 42 
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2 _l_ 6 ffT LifT) 6 Un^ 6 Urfl 6 OT rFjUli UrT 6 V)^ 6 ?D^<S 

Qa=6OTp Q5]L_i_nii. 

Ping knew he would be the last, the very last duck if he 
crossed the bridge. Ping did not want to be spanked. 


g)LJ<3un§] Q<F6ffTnQrT6b ^j§j£jrT6OT <s«Di_<^liunai @0<$(g>Lb 
CT6ffTU6*DS3 lJlr^<K ^14. 6UrTfbJai Q]|0LbU6^6l)6?D6O. 


So he hid. 



Ping hid behind the 
grasses, and as the 
dark came and the 
pale moon shone in 
the sky Ping 
watched the wise- 
eyed boat slowly 
sail down the 
Yangtze River. 


^ 6 ff)< 9 ilLirT 6 V) ^]gj 

^ 6 rflj 5 §] 

Q<$n<offi 5 ri_§]. 


iJr^jai i_|6v)<s6rfl6OT Lil6OT6ffTrT6v) ^6rfl|5§j Qain<owri_§j. ^rjo_| 
(Br^ijLb 6 U| 5 ^§jLh <smu^^l 6 v) ^ 6 v 5 l iJijain«#l^^§j. 

^r^ 6 urT 6 OT (^(oMraisfT Q<sit(oMti_lj ui_(g> ^ 6 ot 
LjlrriurT(5WT^6U)^ Q^m_rbjai tunr^eiLKBa 1 nVidia) Gla=6OTp 
q51l_i_§j. 
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All night long Ping slept near the grasses on the bank of the 
river with his head tucked under his wing, and when the sun 
rose up from the east Ping found he was all alone on the 
Yangtze River. 


(ip(L|>6u§]Lb i_|6\)6v5l6ffr ej6ffT§] 

e36*D606*Diu Lr>L^e3§]<s Glein<owr@ 2_n)r^<^liu§j. 
<£ly)<K<3<$ <9>rT6?D6v) (^rfliueOT (Bun§j i3\hi&> lunr^jeiLKBff 

r5^lujl6v) e^sufliLnrei q5Ii_ljul_i_6?d^ 2_(ownii5^§j. 


There was no father or mother, no sisters or brothers, no 
aunts or uncles, and no forty-two cousins to go fishing with 
Ping, so Ping started to find them, swimming down the 
yellow waters of the Yangtze River. 
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Li56OT 

(3un6u^rr)(g) 

^]LhLr>n,^]uurT, 
^(BairT^ijeOT, 
a=(B(9irT^[jrr<9i6iT, 
QurfliLiLJun, 
QurfliuLbrnn, 

mrTLBn, 
<^^uun, <#le^, 
42 2_L_6ffT lJ(T)QJrT 

<9=(BairT^rfl<s6iT 

6£>0QJ0(BlD <g^il_ gl6\)6ff)60. ^,6?D<SlLirT6b \3\hl&> 

^Qjrf<s6^)6rr^ (Be^ lunr^jaiLKSa 1 r5e$litfl6ffT njn) 

£<off5T<Sff5frfl6\) $$&)&> Gl^ni_fbJ<^llU§J. 

As the sun 
rose higher in 
the sky, boats 
came. Big 
boats and little 
boats, fishing 
boats and 
beggar's 
boats, house 
boats and raft 
boats, and all 
these boats 
had eyes to 
see with, but 

nowhere could Ping see the wise-eyed boat which was his 
home. 
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LB^llU <3r5IJS^£l6l), |36?DnDlLI UL_0<$6iT 6U|5^6OT. (olurfllLI 
UI_0<S6TT, <#6ffT6ffT UI_@<S6iT, LiS6ffT 

lJL)_ei(S)Lb I II 0<9>6TT, UI_(g)Q3@<S6iT, g)6ff)6U 

CT6b6v)rT6UfT)n^^jLb m6cfl^iiai(6rp,<K(g)LJ Linnet 

&><sm&>6n gi0|5^6OT, ^6OTrT6l) Li^^l^nevSl 

<S(oMr<S6?D6n Gl<srT(oMn_ ui_0 o3@ 6Trij0(BLD 
Q^6OTUI_6tfl6V)6ff)6V). 



Then came a 
boat full of 
strange dark 
fishing birds. 

Ping saw them 
diving for fish for 
their Master. As 
each bird 
brought a fish to 
his Master he 
would give it a 
little piece of fish 
for pay. 

^£56tfT iJfStfT 6£>0 

ui_0 

^L^rrojLBnsOT 
u56ffT lJl£)_<£0Lb 
unQ^QjaCBsrmQl u6tt>nQ6tt>Qj<S6iT 

CT^L£>n6UT0(9iain5i L^6OT5i6fT lJl£)_<£<9i l_51 T hl&> 

umT£jS)§j. 6£6ij(o)6un0 urr)^6uiL|Lh 6£>rr uS6^6ot iJiq-£j§] 
Glain@^^§jLh 6 t^ldit6OT6ot ^sjrr^ <g>0 <#Iit 51 iu uS6ot 
§ j<owr@ urfl^nai GlairT@^^rT6OT. 
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Swoop, splash, 
splash, the ringed 
birds were 

dashing here and there all about Ping, so down he ducked 
and swam under the yellow water of the Yangtze River. 


Closer and closer 
swooped the 
fishing birds near 
Ping. Now Ping 
could see shining 
rings around their 
necks, rings of 
metal made so 
tight the birds 
could never 
swallow the big 
fish they were 
catching. 


u56ffT unD«D6u<s6iT iJlr^<^l6OT u5l<$ uS\&> u<K<$e 3 e$l 6 \) 

^]6urr<s6iT Qurfliu u5«d6ot 6tfl(Lpr^<$ 

Q5lL_rTLA6\) g)0<9i<$ <S(L^^^l6b 6<d0 U 6TT U6TTLJU IT 6OT 

gl0LT>L| 6U6U)6rTlULb glp<K<9iLI>rT<$ (Buml@ gl0LJU6?D^ l3\hi&> 

(^(Lp^^lev) 6U6?D6rnLI^§JI_6OT J§»0ITjSj Urr)6^>aJ(^6iT girtd0LD 
^bj0ld 0££l£j§]<$ Q<srT(owri£|.0i5^§j. 

gi^6OTrT6v) lilriiei 06fffljT ) §] iuiTBjaiL_C6TD umq&gu rgrfl6M 
^gX|Lq_uJn6b rg|5^1lLI§J. 
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When Ping came up to 
the top of the water far 
away from the fishing 
birds, he found little 
crumbs floating, tender 
little rice cake crumbs 
which made a path to a 
house boat. 

liSsot iJi£)_ai 0 Lb 
U6ff>fT)6in6U<9i6rfl 6v5I 0 jT)§] 

uS\&> Q^rT65)6V)o!il6v) 
rgrf)6OT (Bld6\) 

6U|5^§|. 

^|Lj(Bun§j <#ln 51 iu 
u5l0§J6UrT6OT ^]rfl<#l LDIT6L| 2_0OT5T6U)l_(S6fT 

6^0 ui _0 o 3 L_i^.fr )0 (ol^eb^jLb unstf^iunai 

^65)LD|5^§J. 

As Ping ate these 
crumbs, he came 
nearer and nearer to 
the house boat, then — 

2_0<o5OT6tf)i_<s6tf)6rr 
^I6ot^j Q<srT(5wr(3i_ 

6Uj5<5 (Bun§j, 

(olLT>§j6unai 6^0 ui _0 
q3l_U).6OT <£1i_i_ 

a= 

^ 6 B)I_J 5 £§|. 

LJfT)0 — 
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SPLASH! 



There in the water was a 
Boy! A little boy with a 
barrel on his back which 
was tied to a rope from 
the boat just as all boat 
boys on the Yangtze 
River are tied to their 
boats. In the Boy's hand 
was a rice cake. 

Giambi 


2<SW<SStfrfl6V) 6^0 
6ff)UlLI6OT! lUnrtd(9iL_(B6TD 
r5^llljl6V) LD(T)fT) L-ll—0 

^IrryajfStfT (Bun 6\) ui_0i_6in 
a^L_Lq_uj aiidlrr)pi_6fn 
lJ6ffT6ffnT6\) (Lp§J<^l6\) 

iJuun(Biun@ 6^0 <#I6OT6 ot 
6ff)UlU6ffT ^(oMT(o^sf rfl6\) 
g)0j5e3n6ffr. ^1553 <^lp6U6fn 
6?DaiiLil6b 2_0 <oMT 6 ?di_ 

@©!5^§l- 



"Oh-owwwwoooo!" cried the little Boy, and up dashed Ping 
and snatched at the rice cake. 


"(BoiDn- p^p^ ! 11 CT6ifTp <9= 6 v51 l_I_i n6in. 

L^[hl&> ^]6U6^fll_LD 6^l^.a= ^rfl<#l 

2_0(o^6^)l_^LLI iJQlnd^lLLIgJ. 
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Quickly the Boy grabbed Ping and held him tight. 

"Quack - quack - quack - quack!" cried Ping. 

"OH! Ohh-ooo!" yelled the little Boy. 

Ping and the Boy made such a splashing and such a noise 
that the Boy's father came running and the Boy's mother 
came running and the Boy's sister and brother came running 
and they all looked over the edge of the boat at Ping and the 
Boy splashing in the water of the Yangtze River 

^<9= ^IrryajfStfT gipei(SLr>n<s 

GlairT<owri_rT6OT. 

aiCBoiai, <£(B6u<9i,<9i(B6u<9i 6T6ffr ijlrtdai a=a^Lb (Bumli_§j. 

(Bsiforr 6WS> . 6T65T ^<9= <£)fp6U65T a^a^LD (3umll_rT6OT. 

lSbj^ld, ^IfnioJffliLb ^(o^T(oQ^f 65)rr ^H-ajaj a=a^Lb, a^aa^ 
(Bl_HTL_l 65)aj<9> (SaiL_@, <^p6U65T§J 

^LhLDn^LJurT^CBain^ijn, a=(Bain^rfl g)6ufrai6fT 6T6v)(B6v)rT0Lb 
^(Bi_ni£). 6U|5^nrrai6fT. ^ 6 urrai 6 iT ui_ <$ 65 T 6 £ija^ 6 v 5 l 0 i 5 §] 


13 


iJf^0Lh.(#lfni6iJffliLb lurTrtd^LKBiF rr^ ^swrswf^ij ^Lq-Sj§] 
8 =s^Lb (Bumlgl rg|5§j6U6?D^ 6 TL_Lq.Lj urwr£^rTrr< 9 i 6 rT. 



Then the Boy's father and the mother pulled at the rope 
which was tied to the barrel on the little Boy's back. 

They pulled and they pulled and up came Ping and the Boy 
on to the house boat. 

<#lp6U6ffT§] ^LBLAn, ^LJUn, (lp§](£<9irT@ 

«L_i£|.idl0i5^ iJuuniL|i_6OT J§i0j5£j <$itflrr)6ff)n) 
gi(Lp^^nrr<9i6iT. 


LSBJ0LD, ^fni6U6g)IL£> Ul_0 q3l1i^6OT (dLD 6\) 61I0LD QJ6tf)[J 
gi(Lp^^6OTrr. 
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"Ah, a duck dinner has come to us!" said the Boy's father. 

" 6^0 6un^§j r^Lh @ 176^1 a=nuurTi£).ff)<9irTai 
@0<&<$rr)§]" 6T6OT <^p6U6uf)6OT ^ljuit<k 65mrr . 

"I will cook him with rice at sunset tonight," said the Boy's 
mother. 

"NO-NO! My nice duck is too beautiful to eat," cried the Boy. 

"@65rrr}] @ 176^1 <°nrfl<£liL|L_6ffT <9=65 )lblj(3u65t" 6T65T 

<#lrr)]6U6fffl6ffT ^LDLDIT <9^ ifjl 6511717 . 

"@6065)60-@6065)60! 6T65T§] ^(£<9^17651 61inaj§] 
2_<oMTU^fT)(9irT(9i @6065)60" 6T65Tp 5i^^l65TrT65T. 
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^ 6 OTrT 6 \) lJr^J(^l 6 OT LiSgJ 
6^0 o51(Lp|5^§jLh 

<#lfr}]6U6ffT, I II 0, <SrTlULh, 

LUrT[^<&L(B6Y\)ldl 6ffT LD(05=6tT 

rgrr 6^6kp(3m g) 6 tffl <$<s&st 0 h^<k 0 S 3 

Gl^rfllUQ5l6l)6?D6V). 


But down came a basked 
all over Ping and he could 
see no more of the Boy or 
the boat or the sky or the 
beautiful yellow water of 
the Yangtze River. 

All day long Ping could see 
only the thin lines of sun 
which shone through the 
cracks in the basket, and 
Ping was very sad. 


rF,rT6tT (ip(Lp6U§]L£> £^6ff)l_ldl6OT 6£>L_6ff)l_ QJLj51lLIIT<S (o)L£>6V)6\5llLI 
0,rf)iLi <9j irkin' unfre^ (Lpi^e^j. gi^6OTn6\) 

iJr^jai Glrrmhu^Lh 6U0e^mn<9i @0|3^§J- 


After a long while Ping heard the sound of oars and felt the 
jerk, jerk, jerk of the boat as it was rowed down the Yangtze 
River. 

Soon the lines of sunshine which came through the cracks of 
the basket turned rose color, and Ping knew the sun was 
setting in the west. Ping heard footsteps coming near to him. 
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(o)6U(g) (B^ijld iJr^^lrr)^ ui_0 §j@ljlJ6ot ^s^lb 

< 3 <$l_i_§], 2_rr— 2_ii— ct6ot ui_0 s$lu°(olrr6tfT §jt<k<$lj 

(BurTLl@ iunr^<KLlG6T\) nVidia) Q<F6ffTrr}j GlairT<own^.0|5^ 

^6^)a=lL|Lb, Ul <E$6tfT ^]6?D<F61|Lb 2_ (SffiST 11 J50j§j. 

a«i6U)i_idl6OT 6 ^L_ 6 U)i_idl 6 v 5 l 0 | 5 §j euij)^ (S^rfliu GlGU6rfla=a=Lb 
^,17(0* ignQLBnai LBrTtfjliu (Bun^j iilrbj<$rr)0 (a^rfliueffT 

(Bmri)(B<9i LBSinrQjT)^] (8 lht0lb eT 6 ifTU 65 )^ Q^rfli^gj 
Qain<owri_§j. iJbj^16ot ^0(B<s sina)^ ^s^lb qj0QJ6^^ 
(B3>lj_§|. 
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The basket was 
quickly lifted, and 
the little Boy's 
hands were holding 
Ping. 


(B6U<9iL£>rT<9i 

^e=rflp6U6ffr 

6?naiidl6v) 

(ol<SIT(o5^Tl_n6OT. 

Quickly, quietly, the 



Q5lL_l_rT6OT, < 3 \§\ ^Lp<SIT6tfT 


Boy dropped Ping 
over the side of the 
boat and Ping 
slipped into the 
water, the beautiful 
water of the 
Yangtze River. 

Then Ping heard 
his call, "La-la-la-la- 
lei!" 

<#<&<£ ijLAnei, 
(Buni_n§j, 

<£lp]6U6ffT lJlteJ6*D<9i 
ui_<$6ffT 6£rre^6b 
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IUI™6&l 1(B6TI) ^<o5tfT<Sffi5frfl6V) (olffSffTrr)^]. 

ij)rr)0 i_5lrtd<£lrr)0 GULp^mneOT 0ij6\) M 6orr- 

6on-6on-6^1 " ! " <sn^l6v) (8<9iL_i_§]. 



Ping looked and there near the bank of the river was the 
wise-eyed boat which was Ping's home, and Ping saw his 
mother and his father and his aunts, all marching, one by 
one, up over the little bridge. 

Swiftly Ping turned and swam, paddling toward the shore. 
Now Ping could see his uncles marching, one by one. 

Paddle, paddle, Ping hurried toward the shore. Ping saw his 
cousins, marching one by one. 

Paddle, paddle, Ping neared the shore, but - 

iilrtd<£ umrajsj (Bun§j a^ijGiunijLb iJbj^)6ot 

q3i_it6ot i— |^^la=n 6^1 ui _0 (ol^rfljr^d^j. 

«^6OT6OT l_irT6V)e^6OT (BlD 6V) ^LDLOn, ^LJUn, 

2_[T)Q!il6OTfr(9i6fT CT6V)(B6V)rT0Lh 6^06Urr ^06UI7IT<9i (y)6OT(26OTn5l 
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(olffSOTrr)] Qain<owri£).0i5^65)^Lj umie^g]. 

(S6U<SL£>n5i ^10 L£>l 51 <$6ff)[j6ff)iLi (Br^ne^e 1 Gla^rr)^. 

giu(Sun§j <-^]5j6tfr L£>nmn ^6urf<S6TT (ip6OT(B6OTn51<s 
Qain<owri£).0i5^§j Ljlrii<^lft)0^ G)ajrflj5aj§|. 
rgjj^l, rgi^^l i3\hi&> <$6ff)i76?Diu (B^ne^s 1 Qa=eOTnr)^j. i3\hi&> 
2_i_6ffT iJlnDeun ^CBain^ijrr, <9=(Bain^rfl<s6iT 
(Lp6OT(B6OTn5)<F Q<F6OTnQ6*r>a3u umie^aj^j. 
rg|5^1 rgn^la Oaeffrp 

^j6OTIT6\) - 



As Ping reached the shore the last of Ping's forty two 
cousins marched over the bridge and Ping knew that he was 
LATE again! 

But up marched Ping, up over the little bridge and SPANK 
came the spank on Ping's back! 

<9i6ff)l76*DlU ^6tf>l_fT^ (BurrgJ ^£ 5 <StfT <$6*DL_<#1 2_l_6OT 
iJfr)6un^ r^nrou^^l gi[j<swri_nLb aCBeirT^rrrr urT6oe^£l6v) 
(ip 6 OT(B 6 OTfr 51 OasOTp Q<srT(owri£).0[5^§j. "^)0Lhu6^Lh 
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<9jrTLD<9jLDIT<!£) 6^lL_l_§j" CT6OTU§] O^rfllT^] 

Q])L_I_§]! 

gl0|5^rT^JLb UrT6V)^^l6OT (BLD6V) (l^6OT(S6OTnj] Qa=6OTfD§J. 
|jlBJ<sQ6OT (Lp§]<$6V) ,l ^^^- l, 6£>ll ^Lq. GUnrEd^l ILI^J ! 



Then at last Ping was back with his mother and his father 
and two sisters and three brothers and eleven aunts and 
seven uncles and forty-two cousins. Home again on the 
wise-eyed boat on the Yangtze River. 


<9i6ff)i_<£liLjl6\) ^]LbmrT, ^uurT,£Lp6ffTp <F(3<$rTe3i7rr<9i6rT, 
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